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Presenting and Representing Women’s Contribution to Architecture and Design: Domus 
and Abitare Magazines (1969−1989)
Caterina Franchini, Emilia Garda and Marco Vitali, Politecnico di Torino, Italy
r momowo@polito.it
By means of a comparative and multidisciplinary analysis, this panel presents the role 
played by Domus and Abitare magazines in representing and spreading contributions of 
women to Architecture and Design.
Concerning Domus, this study carries on MoMoWo Polito team’s research presented in 
the previous edition of the conference-workshop, from 1946 to 1968. Celebrated its 40th 
anniversary in 1968, the magazine continued its activity, in an increasingly international 
perspective, between 1969 and 1989. At the same time, the editorial scenario on Archi-
tecture and Design is enhanced with the birth of Abitare in 1961. The magazine is an 
international open showcase that promotes Italian culture through Architecture, Applied 
Arts, Industrial Design. Founded by Piera Peroni (1929−1974), it was headed exclusively 
by women for thirty years: at the beginning by the founder, and since 1974 by Franca 
Santi Gualteri.
The research is carried out with a comparative reading of the editorial approaches and 
contents of articles. It provides, with a multidisciplinary approach –historical, technical 
and graphic– a critical interpretation of the perception and reception of the role of female 
in specialised fields. The comparison between the two magazines is particularly interest-
ing considering the different editorial conception and targets. The variety of points of 
view decomposes and composes the tangible and intangible legacy of the female contri-
bution to Architecture and Design.
Keywords: architecture, design, design magazines
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